
Dear Milford School Families,  

As a nation we are grieving the unjust and senseless loss of life and recent acts of violence 
against people of color. Our school district does not tolerate hatred, racism, bigotry, violence, or 
acts of intimidation against any person. One of the main goals of our district’s Strategic Plan is 
fostering “Cultural Competence.” 

We are grateful for the relationship our school district has with our local police departments. Our 
local officers are in our schools regularly and interact with our students in the community. They 
care for our Milford families, and we know they, too, are hurt by these senseless tragedies. Our 
focus is teaching tolerance, care, and compassion during these uncertain times. Our school 
leaders have participated in the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce’s Cultural Competence 
program and returned to the district to continue to build bridges across the cultural, political, and 
social divides in our region and our country.  

As educators, we see this as a teachable moment. Talking to one another about race, racism 
and equity is critical, and we encourage you to have conversations with your children about 
what they may be seeing on the news and social media. The trauma of these developments has 
an impact on the social and emotional well-being of children. We have compiled a list of 
resources to use as a starting point as you talk to your children about race and discrimination as 
well as self-care tips for persons of color, including parents. Please click here to see the list. 

Each summer, Milford High School students participate in an all-school book read. This 
summer’s novel, chosen earlier this spring, is Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. The book tells 
the true story of a young lawyer who founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a nonprofit law office 
in Montgomery, Alabama, defending the poor, the incarcerated, and the wrongly condemned. 
Students are invited to read the original text, the YA version, or they can watch the movie or 
view the TED Talk. Amazon has made streaming of this film free during the month of June in 
light of what is occurring throughout our country. Click here for more information about Milford’s 
Summer Reading Program and to find a link to the movie streaming on Amazon. 

Teachers, school leaders, and parents must be purposeful in addressing racism and trauma 
experienced by people of color. Please use our Stay Safe Speak Up hotline. You can report 
anonymously or you may choose to include your name and contact information. 

The primary focus of Portrait of an Eagle, the document that drives our work, is empathy and 
life-long learning.  

Sincerely, 

Nancy House, Superintendent 
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